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hatred, and wished to uphold the Protestant and colonial
caste in Ireland; and the King probably shared this feeling, at
least had no desire to be a Don Quixote, and to show Irish
sympathies that would offend Englishmen. It was announced
that the " English interest" was to be maintained in Ireland;
and the Government issued a Declaration, arranging the
claims to the Irish land upon this basis. The u adventurers "
and the Cromwellian soldiers were, with some exceptions, to
retain their possessions; certain classes of Protestant owners
were to regain their estates; and some lands were allotted to
Royalist officers, in discharge of their pay. These demands
would obviously absorb the great bulk of the land; but there
remained the large body of the Irish Catholic owners, perhaps
4000 or 5000 persons, and what was this order of men to
receive ? An expedient was devised, which was not the least
base of the many devised by Stuart statecraft The Catholic
owners were to be restored; but their restoration was not to
take place until they had satisfied a test of "innocence,"
severe as that of Cromwell's "constant affection," and so
framed that few, it was thought, could get through its meshes.
It was nothing to Charles that he had made solemn pledges to
them on many occasions; they were a weak and inconvenient
class of *c Irish Papists," to be disposed of by one means or
another.
The Irish Parliament had by this time been restored as
part of the old Constitution of the land; it was to give the
Declaration the sanction of law. But it was full of Protestant,
even of Puritan zealots; scarcely a Catholic, in fact, had a
seat in it; and an outcry arose against the proposed arrange-
ment, denounced as too favourable to the subject race and
faith. The discussion was transferred to the Council at White-
*hall, which kept a strict hold, under Poynings' Law, on the
assembly in Dublin, in this matter; but though angry clamour
was frequent and loud, little change was made in the original